On taking charge of the Native Hospital at Takow in 1879, Dr 
proved, these precautions are unnecessary; although if it be desired to ascertain the numerical relation of embryos to a certain, or as nearly similar quantity of blood as can be estimated short of actual measurement, then he thinks it will be found best to so make the puncture, that as far as one can judge, the same amount of blood springs from the orifice each time.
He made the puncture in the middle of the second joint of any of the fingers with a No. 5 sewing needle, and alivays felt the point against the bone. Done rapidly, this does not appear to cause either increased pain at the time, or irritation afterwards; and for the constriction of the finger, he found a divided india-rubber letter-band bound lightly round the first joint quite sufficient. Knowing these risks, and with them fully before his mind, he observed the greatest care in preparing the slides which formed the subjects of his investigation into the relative condition of the filarise extracted in the morning and evening, and can only say that if error has crept in, he has done what was possible to avoid it; but at the same time, where so much depends on one's ability to appreciate and estimate symptoms almost entirely consisting of comparative degrees of motion, a single observer may easily be misled or mistaken.
In order to test the longevity of the filarite after withdrawal from the body, slides were prepared with all precautions at 9.30 p.m., and from 7.45 a.m. With a view of preventing desiccation, the slides were carefully oiled for a space of about a quarter of an inch round their rims. Blood was then drawn in the manner before described, the covering glass (of similar size and thickness to that on ?which the blood lay) was then carefully adjusted, and only those preparations were selected on which the blood and its corpuscles were, as nearly as could be judged, equally disseminated To a fourth drop santonine was applied, and although the embryos immediately began to extend their bodies, and slow symptoms of debility, the effect of this medicine was very much less marked than that of either arsenic or salicvlic acid.
Quinine (the bi-sulphate was used on account of its solubility) had a rapid effect in reducing the animals to the last stages of weakness, indeed, apparently a more speedy one in this respect than the arsenic, but Dr. Myers was not able to be sure of the death of an embryo until five or six hours had elapsed. When To-ah was taking quinine (and so it was with the other two patients), it was always noticed that the filariae were much less lively and healthy-looking, and for this reason Dr. Myers was particular in seeing that he had taken none for some time before he made the observations set forth.
As the question, however, is not how to destroy the blood embryos, but rather how to get rid of their parental source, these therapeutical observations do not point to much that could not have been previously surmised, save that it seems likely that before an effective result could be obtained from the use of these drugs, the blood would need to be so saturated that the remedies would probably act towards both host and parasite in a manner, the impartiality of which would defeat the end desired.
It now seems tolerably certain that the locale of the mature worm is in the lymphatic system, and generally in the more superficial glands, so that the exact habits of the parasite and the situations most frequently selected being first ascertained, it may be found that help lies more in the surgeon's knife than the physician's medicaments, though of course, with so indefinite a range, it is also highly probable that more than partial relief, in as far as the presence of embryos in the blood is concerned, cannot be very sanguinely anticipated.
With dogs, though the worm is found in other parts of the vascular system, still, the greatest number abide in the heart, and undoubtedly from that position effect all their mischief: in man, the home of the parasite appears to be less desperately localised ; and if it should happen that the favoured and most important lodging is one accessible from the surface, the human sufferer will not only have much of the despair alleviated which observations on the canine subjects might tend to set up, but he may hope that those parasites which have taken up their abode in other and deeper situations may, like the extra-cardiac animals in the dog, continue their existence without imperilling or materially inconveniencing that life on which their own depends.
Unfortunately, in China, where post-morte7iis are so strictly prohibited, much progress in solving the remedial problem cannot be hoped for: but, perchance, clues obtained here from the living, may lead to satisfactory results in lands where the pathologist is looked on with less horror and detestation than he excites in that country.
